Socratic Seminar
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The purpose of a Socratic Seminar is to achieve a deeper understanding about the ideas and values in a text. In the Seminar, participants systematically question and examine issues and principles related to a particular content, and articulate different points-of-view. The group conversation assists participants in constructing meaning through disciplined analysis, interpretation, listening, and participation.  When asked to write questions, you will ask 5 questions ( 1 level one, 2 level twos, and 2 level threes).  You must also attempt to answer them yourself (worth 5 points).
How it works

 In a Socratic Seminar, the participants carry the burden of responsibility for the quality of the discussion. Good discussions occur when participants study the text closely in advance, listen actively, share their ideas and questions in response to the ideas and questions of others, and search for evidence in the text to support their ideas. The discussion is not about right answers; it is not a debate. Students are encouraged to think out loud and to exchange ideas openly while examining ideas in a rigorous, thoughtful, manner.
Types of Questions

Level One:  

· Who, What, Where, When

· Simple questions with simple answers

· Answers can be found in the text itself 

· Examples:  Where did Beowulf go?  What did Beowulf use to defeat Grendel’s mother?  Who is the main character of the story?

Level Two:

· How and Why 

· Interprets the text

· Goes beyond the text, but uses the text as a base

· Author ( Reader relationship questions

· Examples: Why Beowulf want to work alone?  How does the author use imagery to illustrate Anglo-Saxon culture?
Level Three:

· Big Picture Questions

· Can be abstract

· Does not have a finite answer

· Usually uses major themes or lessons and applies it to the real world

· Examples:  What does it mean to be a hero?  What role does fate play in our lives?

