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The Basics
Poetry: 
imaginative language carefully chosen and arranged to communicate experiences, thoughts, or


 emotions.  This compresses meaning into few words using lines and stanzas.
Speaker:  
narrator of a poem.  The speaker and the writer of a poem are necessarily the same person.
Stanza: 
a group of lines in a poem

The Poet’s Tool Box:  Poetic Devices
For the following, if there is a space to include your own examples, please, write an example of your own.
Rhythm: 
the pattern of beats or stresses in a line of verse or prose.
Rhyme: 
the repetition of sounds at the ends of words

End Rhyme: 
the use of rhyming words at the ends of lines



Ex: 
He gives his harness bells a shake




To ask if there is some mistake.
Your Example:

Internal Rhyme: the use of rhyming words within lines



Ex:
I’m  a worthless check, a total wreck, a flop





You’re a Bendel bonnet, a Shakespeare sonnet
Your Example:

Slant Rhyme: 
(half rhyme, near rhyme, or off rhyme): substitution of assonance or consonance 




for exact rhyme.  
Alliteration:
 the repetition of initial consonant sounds (in rare instances it can be initial vowel 



sounds)


Ex:  
To fling my arms wide in the face of the sun




Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers
Your Example:
Assonance:  
the repetition of vowel sounds in stressed syllable that end with different 





consonant sounds.


Ex:
Remembering, with twinklings and twinges




The molten, golden tones
Your Example:
Consonance: 
a kind of slant rhyme in which the end of consonant sounds of two words match, but the 


preceding sounds does not.


Ex: 
Wind, sound; Came, home; Fame, time

Your Example:
Onomatopoeia: the use of words or phrases that sound like the thing which they refer


Ex: buzz, click, pop

Your Example:
Allusion:  rhetorical technique in which reference is made to a person, event, or work from history or literature.


Ex: The woman was a Siren, leading me to my doom

Your Example:
Hyperbole:  an exaggeration made for rhetorical effect


Ex: 
Mrs. Hirzel, I’m starving!




I’m so hungry I could eat a horse.

Your Example:
Imagery: language that creates a concrete representation of an object or an experience. This provides a vivid mental picture created in the reader’s mind using the five senses.  
Your Example:
Metaphor: a direct comparison between two things


Ex:  
She is a blank sheet of paper

Your Example:
Personification: a figure of speech in which an idea, animal, or thing is described as if it were a person



Ex:
The stars danced in the heavens




Because I could not stop for Death/ He kindly stopped for me
Your Example:
Simile: a comparison using “like” or “as”



Ex: 
Good coffee is like friendship: rich and warm and strong.




Life is like an onion: You peel it off one layer at a time, and sometimes you weep.

Your Example:
Repetition: the author’s conscious reuse of a sound, word, phrase, sentence, or other element.


Ex:
She was in love with a beautiful, beautiful man




And miles to go before I sleep/ And miles to go before I sleep
Your Example:
