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AP Literature and Composition
Major Works Data Sheet

	Title:  The Crucible
Author:  Arthur Miller
Date of Publication: 1953
Genre: Drama (Modern Tragedy)

	Biographical information about the author:

(Provide information that gives insight into the author’s historical experiences.)

Arthur Miller is considered one of the greatest American playwrights.  His work, which reflects his liberal political beliefs, portrays the struggle of the “average man” against the influences of the society of which he is a part.

          Miller won the Pulitzer Prize for drama and several Tony Awards (Broadway’s equivalent to Hollywood’s Oscar) for drama.  Known for his tragedies, Miller is best remembered for Death of a Salesman and The Crucible.  Miller also received the John F. Kennedy Lifetime Achievement Award.

           Rachel Gavin says, “Throughout his life and work, Miller has remained socially engaged and has written with conscience, clarity, and compassion. As Chris Keller says to his mother in All My Sons, ‘Once and for all you must know that there's a universe of people outside, and you're responsible to it.’ Miller's work is infused with his sense of responsibility to humanity and to his audience. ‘The playwright is nothing without his audience," he writes. "He is one of the audience who happens to know how to speak.”

	Historical information about the period of publication:

(Provide information that offers insight into the comprehension of the novel and the reason it was written.)

Historical information about the period of publication:

The Crucible was written during the era of McCarthyism (named for Wisconsin Senator Joseph McCarthy)—a time during the Cold War when the House Un-American Activities Committee met to determine if there were communists in position of influence: government, military, entertainment.  In the entertainment area, people were called to testify whether they “are now or were ever a member of the Communist Party.”  People who admitted to having gone to communist meetings were expected to show their loyalty as good Americans by identifying others that they had seen at the meetings.  People who denied being communists were questioned further.  People who refused to cooperate with the committees were accused of having things to hide and were suspected of still being communists.  Because the heads of movie and television studios were afraid of being considered disloyal, a “black list” was created.  People who were suspected of being “un-American” were put on the list and lost their jobs.  This time, known as a “witch hunts,” got that term from the Salem Witchcraft Trials of 1692.
	Characteristics of the genre:

(What specific qualities create this genre and make it unique?)

The Crucible is a modern tragedy.  Unlike the classical tragedies, Miller uses everyday people rather than royalty.  Like classical tragedies, Miller’s plays have a tragic hero, the character whose lesson the audience is to learn.  The tragic hero, by definition, has a tragic flaw—a personality trait that the hero has that leads ultimately to his demise


	Plot Reference:

(Provide a 200-word summary of the novel providing details from the beginning, middle, and end. Write enough to make sure that the teacher can grasp your reading experience.)

 In Salem Massachusettes during the 17th century, where everyone is puritan, a group of young girls and a black slave named tituba go dancing in the forest. There is also some voodoo going on but all is stopped when Reverend Parris catches the girls. The next day the reverends daughter, Betty, and Thomas and Ann Putnam’s daughter, Ruth, have fallen sick causing rumors of witchcraft throughout the village. Abigail, the leader of the girls and main cause of touble, denies all witchcraft but confesses to dancing in the woods. Abigail makes sure no other girls will confess and she is left alone in the room with sickly Betty and a local farmer, John Proctor, with whom she had had an affair a while back. She makes a pass at John and he rejects her advances. When Betty makes an attempt to fly out the window to her mother much of the town rushes upstairs and debates over the involvement of witchcraft. The men of the community reveal through their actions that they all have differing motives and do not like their neighbors as much as would be assumed. Reverend Hale arrives and interrogates the girls, eventually demanding Tituba speak to him and confess. Tituba confesses and names townsfolk who consort with the devil, the other girls join in on the naming. A week passes by and action takes place in the Proctor househould, where Elizabeth, John’s faithful wife, urges him to expose Abigail’s hoax for what it really is and John refuses out of his own guilt and fear. Their servant comes back from town and reveals that Elizabeth has been accused of witchcraft, the couple continues fighting but are later interrupted with news from Giles Corey and Francis Nurse, whose wives have been arrested for witchcraft. John beats Mary and tells her to expose Abigail. When Proctor takes Mary to confess, judge Danforth is suspicious of him and reveals that Elizabeth is spared due to pregnancy. Mary tries to expose the girls but Abigail and her group accuse Mary of witchcraft, forcing John to admit to his affair with Abigail. Elizabeth is questioned on the matter but lies to protect her husband, ironically causing him more harm than good. Mary breaks down under the accusations of the girls and accuses John of witchcraft to clear her name. John is arrested and Abigail leaves town. Danforth gets Elizabeth to convince her husband to confess and he does so. He will not name any others of witchcraft and ends up in the gallows.

	Describe the author’s style:

(What creates this unique text? How does the author’s writing differ from other authors? Provide 3 unique characteristics.)

The characters speak in a simple Anglo-Saxon 17th century language. 

There is an anonymous narrator throughout the play.
	An example that demonstrates the style:

(Provide an example for each characteristic chosen.)

Pg 9 “And what shall I say to them? That my daughter and niece I discovered dancing like heathen in the forest?” 

Pg 3 “At the time of these events…” Narrator goes on to set up the background of the play and explain the general attitude of the town. 

Pg 13 “A word about Thomas Putnam. He was a man with many grievances” Narrator gives background information on Thomas. 

	Memorable Quotes

	Quote
	Significance

	(Provide at least three quotes that sum up the author’s themes, tone, and style to create a memorable story.)

Parris:” Now then, in the midst of such disruption, my own household is discovered to be the very center of some obscene practice. Abominations are done in the forest-“(Miller 10) 

Proctor: “Abby, I may think of you softly from time to time. But I will cut off my hand before I’ll reach for you again. Wipe it out of mind. We never touched, Abby.”(Miller 22) 

Proctor: “Spare me! You forget nothin’ and forgive nothin’. Learn charity, woman. I have gone tiptoe in this house all seven months since she is gone. I have not moved from there to there without I think to please you, and still an everlasting funeral marches round your heart. I cannot speak but I am doubted, every moment judged for lies, as though I come into a court when I come into this house!”(52) 

Elizabeth, faintly:” No, sir” (Miller 104) 

Abigail: “Now look you. All of you. We danced. And Tituba conjured Ruth Putnam’s dead sisters. And that is all. And mark this. Let either of you breathe a work, or the edge of a word, about the other things, and I will come to you in the black some terrible night and I will bring a pointy reckoning that will shudder you…” (Miller 19)

	(After you have identified three quotes, provide the significance to including these quotes. How do they construct the story and create a lasting impact with readers.)

Reverend Parris is a self-righteous man who is not well-liked, the girls in his care are the fuel and ignition to the hysteria that infests Salem. It is significant that his downfall be the downfall of the entire town. 

Proctor crushes Abigail’s hopes of having him again, he is strong in his conviction to never soil himself with that sin again. Abigail is angered and set alight by his harsh words.
John is ridden with guilt over his affair and punished by Elizabeth’s cold distrust. The chasm between them has grown since Abigail was fired and John tells Elizabeth of his frustration on the matter. Elizabeth’s treatment of him now makes him regret his confession and the death of her love for him is haunting their home. 

This is where Elizabeth is dishonest to the court about her husband’s affair, causing him to look dishonest in confessing his sins to the court. John is arrested because of this and Abigail has successfully torn John and Elizabeth apart. 

Abigail asserts her dominance over the other girls and forces them to obey her with threats. She states their guilt in this statement and demands that there be no confessing of the truth. She demands everyone go along with her and uses fear to manipulate the young girls of the town, who will soon become the terrorists of the town.


	Characters

	Characters
	Role in Story
	Significance
	Adjectives

	Reverend Paris 
Betty Paris 
Tituba 
Abigail Williams 
Susanna Walcott 
Mrs. Ann Putnam 

Thomas Putnam 
Mercy Lewis 
Mary Warren 
John Proctor 
Rebecca Nurse 

Giles Corey 
Reverend John Hale 

Elizabeth Proctor 
Francis Nurse 
Judge Hathorne 
Deputy Governor Danforth 

	Salem’s minister 
10 year-old daughter of Reverend Paris 

West Indian Slave of Reverend Paris 
Antagonist, 
Dancing/conjuring girl 
Thomas Putnam’s wife 
Wealthy citizen

Putnam’s family servant

Proctor family’s servant 
Protagonist 
Francis Nurse’s wife 
One of Salem’s farmers 
Minister, witchcraft expert

Wife of John Proctor 
Influential man of Salem 
Judge 
Presiding Judge 
 
	Driven by self-interest, goes along with insanity to protect his standing in the community 
Brings characters to awareness to rumors of withcraft by illness after dancing and conjuring 
Obeys Abigail and practices dark magic with the young girls 
Is the cause of disruption to the community. Has affair with John Proctor and conjures spirits to claim him. 
Involved in following Abigail’s witch-hunt escapades 

1 out of 8 of her children survived past a day old, she believes supernatural causes 
Buys land from people who he accuses of witchcraft 
Faithful to Abigail, ends up leaving with Abigail when charade is over. 
Tries to expose Abigail but fails 
Ridden with guilt from his affairs with Abigail, he tries to save his wife from Abigail’s wrath 
People in the community trust and revere Rebecca, her judgment is held in high regard, she falls victim to accusations 
Death by stones 
Comes to Salem to help Betty, gets tangled in accusations, later tries to undo the trouble he helped fuel. 

Discovers John and Abigail and fires 
Abigail, causing Abigails desire for revenge. 
Enemy to Thomas Putnam 
Presides over with trails 
Presides over witch trials, believes anyone who fears the court is guilty. 

	Snob, self-righteous, oppressive, religious, materialistic 
Young, easily swayed 
Foreign, sacrificial 
Evil, selfish, neglected, willful, powerful, influential, hateful, loose 
Timid, naïve 
Distraught, religious, 
Selfish, hateful, 
Faithful, selfish, loose, fat, sly, merciless 
Naïve, controlled, distraught, 
17, lonely, subservient 
Reserved, stern, strong, disloyal, quiet, 
Wise, sensible, influential, aged 
Victim, 
Selfless, confused, religious, stern, 

Cold, reserved, loyal, 
Religious, 
Stern, ignorant, 
Ignorant, blinded, stern, 


	Setting
	Significance of Opening Scene

	(What is the setting and why is it significant? What is reasoning for the story to happen in this place or time?)

The Crucible is set in seventeenth-century Salem, Massachusetts. Salem is where is the famous with-trials occurred. The action of this play takes place in the homes and courthouse of Salem. In the appendix, action takes place in a wood.

	(What is so important about the opening? What themes are already being created through the opening scene? Please include an explication of the first sentence of the work.)

In the opening scene we are introduced to Reverend Parris who is in prayer over his daughters sickly body. It is revealed that no cure is available from the town doctor and that there is speculation of witchcraft. Abigail Williams admits to the Reverend that the girls were dancing in the woods but claims to have practiced no witchcraft. This is the beginning of suspicion in the town. Abigail makes sure that all the other girls will go along with her lie, using manipulation and threats. To cover their guilt the girls accuse others of witchcraft, similar events escalate throughout the play until the town is town apart.


	Symbols
	Significance of the ending/closing scene

	(Find three of the most important symbols and elaborate on what they symbolize.)

Witchcraft: Symbolizes the foreign contaminate that causes fear and reeks havoc on the small, tense community. 

The crucible: Symbolizes the extremely tense situation in the community as people use accusation as a form of unstated confession of feelings of guilt. 

Tituba: Symbolizes the unknown and outside force that becomes a scapegoat for misbehavior. 

Books: symbolize secret knowledge and thusly sin 

	(What is so important about the ending/closing scene? What themes are being reinforced and how is the novel closed? What does this closure do for the readers of the story? Please include an explication of the last sentence of the work.)

The significance of the last scene is that John Proctor refuses to give names of anyone else on the pretense that he can only speak for his own sins. John Proctor points out the perjury that the court has committed and stands his ground even if it means death. All matters are not resolved in the final scene, but the evidence is left hanging, just like those who were wrongly murdered were hung from the neck.


	Possible Themes

	(List three themes developed from the story and explain why they are so important to the story – utilize the historical aspects and any other information to describe the themes. Please use thematic statements that explain the central topic or concept the author is trying to communicate to the reader.)

1.  There is opportunity for confession, no matter what the sin.  Even when all else seems hopeless, if one faces the truth objectively and honestly, one can be redeemed.  Miller creates a world where lies grant you social freedom, but the truth can damn you within the Puritan village.  Miller addresses this in The Crucible when John Proctor finally achieves freedom by becoming a martyr and standing by his beliefs.   By not confessing to a falsehood (that he is a witch) and facing his sin (cheating on his wife), he is able to confess to his God and not give into the social pressures and mass hysteria of his town.
 
2.  Good and evil are ambiguous and, at times, evil comes from good places.  The fight between good and evil is seen throughout the entirety of The Crucible. Characters constantly want to be “good Christians,” but betray their morals and humanity to maintain their social standing.  This mirrors Miller’s criticism of the social “witch-hunt” in the 1950s for communists.  Many people claimed to be “good Americans,” but betrayed the fundamental American moral system of freedom and liberty.  By creating mass hysteria, a society that was once deemed good, can do much wrong in the world.
3.  Shared values are fragile and unpredictable.  In the theocracy of Salem, the values of the townspeople seem resolute at the beginning of the play.  They serve God and one is judge by how he or she loves and serves the Lord.  However, when Abigail Williams brings superstition and the threat of the devil into the midst of the small village, people act out of fear.  They fear retribution of the theocratic leaders, instead of their God.  Their fear of condemnation as well as fear for their lives shifts the value system they held dear.
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