Animal Farm Essay
Mrs. Hirzel 2011-2012
Due: Wednesday, April 9, 2013
REQUIREMENTS:

· 3-4 pages of text, double spaced

· Times New Roman, 12 pt. Font

· 1 inch margins

· Correct heading on left side(Name, Teacher Name, Class, Date (9 April 2012)

· Your last name and page number on every page after first page.  ½ inch from the top of the page.  Use the heading function and page number function in MSWord to do this.  

· MLA In-text citations (author page)

· MLA Citation of Animal Farm and any additional research on a Works Cited page
CHOOSE ONE (1) OF THE FOLLOWING PROMPTS AND WRITE A WELL-ARGUED, WELL-SUPPORTED, FORMAL, LITERAY ANALYSIS ESSAY.  REMEMBER TO INCLUDE A CLEAR, STRONG THESIS THAT MAKES A CLAIM; SPECIFIC DETAILS FROM THE TEXT; AND EXPLANATIONS OF HOW THE SPECIFIC DETAILS PROVE YOUR THESIS.
1. How is Animal Farm a satire of Stalinism or generally of totalitarianism?  A good way to answer this question is to pick a specific example of totalitarianism in any country, historical or current, and explain how the ideas Orwell puts forth in Animal Farm apply to it. Make sure to use and analyze specific examples from the text to back up your opinion.
2. Orwell was a very purposeful author; even the names of his characters say something about them.  Explain and analyze the symbolism inherent in the characters’ names.  Make sure that you use specific examples from the text and what the names say about the characters throughout various stages of story.  To ensure that you analyze thoroughly, make sure you only choose one character to analyze.
3. What role does the written word play in Animal Farm?  A good approach is to look at the ideas of literacy, propaganda, and/or censorship. Make sure to use and analyze specific examples from the text.

4. Animal Farm was a widely successful novel.  However, would Animal Farm be more effective as a nonfiction political work about the same subject?  Make sure you use and analyze specific examples from the text.
5. Orwell’s subtitle is “A Fairy Story.”  Pick a classic fairy tale or fable and examine it in comparison with Animal Farm.  Can Animal Farm be considered a traditional fairy tale/fable?  Focus on ONE specific element such a character, narration, and/or structure.  Make sure to use and analyze specific examples from the text.  
6. Of all of the characters in Animal Farm, are there any who seem to represent the point of view of the author? Which of the animals or people do you think come(s) closest to achieving Orwell’s perspective on Animal Farm?
7. Choose your own topic.  Must be approved by Mrs. Hirzel.  
