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Allegory - A form of extended metaphor, in which objects, characters, and actions in a piece of writing have meanings with moral, social, religious, or political significance outside the narrative itself. An allegory is intended to teach a moral, social, religious, or political lesson to the audience.
Alliteration - The repetition of identical or similar letter sounds, normally at the beginning of words. "Gnus never know pneumonia" is an example of alliteration, because despite the spellings, all four words begin with the "n" sound. The letter sounds may be consonants or vowels.  

Example:  Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

· Assonance: repetition of the same vowel sound, as in the example below. Assonance is sometimes used to refer to slant rhyme.
· "The spider skins lie on their sides, translucent and ragged, their legs drying in knots." (Annie Dillard, Holy the Firm) 
· Consonance: matching of consonant sounds usually at the end of a word.  The preceding vowel sound should not match or it would be rhyme.
· The repetition of final consonant sounds, as in 'First and last,' 'odds and ends,' 'short and 
sweet,' 'a stroke of luck,' or Shakespeare's 'struts and frets'  
Allusion – A reference in a work of literature to something in previous literature or history.  The most common are Greek, Biblical, and Shakespearean references.  
Apostrophe  – A figure of speech in which someone absent or dead or something nonhuman is addressed as if it were alive and present and could reply.
Connotation – The implications of a word, phrase or larger work, rather than the exact meaning. Words may carry positive or negative associations for the reader, which would be considered connotations.  

Denotation - The literal meaning of a word, the dictionary meaning.
Diction – Author’s word choice - specifically, any word that is important to the meaning and the effect of a passage.
Figurative Language - Language used in a way to achieve some effect beyond literal meaning
Hyperbole (Overstatement) – Exaggerated details for effect.
· I would love you for a thousand years.  
Image - Language that evokes one or all of the five senses for an intended effect: seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling, touching.
Imagery - descriptive language that evokes sensory experience
Irony – Language, imagery, symbolism, action, or meaning that is opposite than may be normally expected. Irony is used for effect, on purpose.
Metaphor – A figure of speech in which a comparison of two unlike things is expressed without using “like” or “as.”

Extended Metaphor - A metaphor which is drawn-out beyond the usual word or phrase to extend throughout a stanza or an entire poem, usually by using multiple comparisons between the unlike objects or ideas.
Meter - The pattern of repetition of stressed (or accented) and unstressed (or unaccented) syllables in a line of verse. 
Onomatopoeia - Using words that imitate the sound they denote, like buzz, tinkle, or splat.
Personification – The attribution of human characteristics to non-human things, describing non-human things using human characteristics. 
Rhythm - A musical quality produced by the repetition of words, phrases, and/or stressed and unstressed syllables. 
Rhyme - A pattern of words that contain similar sounds.
· Slant Rhyme - rhyme in which either the vowels or the consonants of stressed syllables are identical, as in eyes, light; years, yours.
· End Rhyme - rhyme of the last syllables of lines of poetry.
· Internal Rhyme – rhyme within one line of poetry
Rhyme Scheme – A regular, fixed repetition of rhyme between lines and stanzas of a poem.
· This is usually annotated through a serious of letters

· Farewell, thou child of my right hand, and joy;

a

My sin was too much hope of thee, lov’d boy.

a

Seven years thou wert lent to me, and I thee pay,
b

Exacted by thy fate, on the just day.


b

Stanza - A unified group of lines in poetry, like a paragraph in prose.  
Simile - The comparison of two unlike things using like or as. Used for effect, like an image. 
Speaker – The narrator of the poem.  It is not always the author.
Symbol – Something that stands for something else.  Something that stands for an idea beyond itself and loaded with significance; something simultaneously itself and that stands for something else. Used for effect, like an image.
Tone – The author’s attitude toward the speaker of a poem, toward the subject, the audience, or her/him/itself; often a function of diction and imagery. 
· Satire - Seeks to ridicule an aspect of human behavior, to create a sense of bemused contempt about the subject in the reader. 
Syntax – Word order in a line or sentence.
Understatement – A figure of speech that consists of saying less than one means, or fo saing what one means with less force than the occasion warrants.  
