Modernism: The American Voice in Fiction
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Major Events 

· The Great War (________)

· Prohibition: The _________th Amendment made alcoholic beverage illegal

· Roaring 20s/Jazz Age( bootleggers, speakeasies, cocktails, short-skirted flappers, the Charleston, jazz, gangster

· New York Stock Market crash of _______________
· The Great ________________________
WWI:

· Before the war: America had spoken in a ______________ voice (brash, derivative, and uncertain)

· During the War: fought under the bright banners of humanity and righteousness(
· After the War: Country lost its ______________
__________________(_____________________

Questioned authority and tradition
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Connection to America’s past seemed to be deteriorating

The American Dream:

· Collective consciousness: 

· Three central ideas

1. A_______________________________________________
-Beautiful, bountiful, and rewarding land

2. O______________________



-The ever-expanding opportunity and 



abundance that we have come to see as our birth-


 right




-Belief in progress: our lives are getting better




-Moving toward perfection(prosperity, justice, joy

3. Importance and ultimate triumph of the _________________________



-Independent, self-reliant person

*Emerson: given most credit for defining the essence of the American dream

Modernist Movement: 

· Disillusionment with traditions that seemed to have become spiritually empty

· Bold experimentation with ________________________and _______________________________
· Rejection of all traditional _________________________ and _______________________________
· Skeptical of Puritan tradition and gentility(previously central to the literary ideal

· Shifted away from New England(_______________________________________________
· Developed due to growing fear of the threat of Marxism and interest in psychoanalysis

· Marxism- Economic and political system based on the philosophies of Karl Marx which powered the revolution in ____________________(1917). Marxism is in direct opposition to the American system of capitalism and free enterprise.
·  Socialist system: dominant feature is public ownership of the means of production, distribution, and exchange.  The working class must conduct a revolution to gain power over the upper.  

· Psychoanalysis: Sigmund Freud- opened the working of the ____________________ mind to general scrutiny and called for a new understanding of human sexuality and the role it plays in our unconscious thoughts

· Growing interest in this new field of psychology

· Anxiety of how much freedom we really have

· If actions were influenced by subconscious, and we have no control over it(lack of “free will”

· Stream of Consciousness (internal monologue): writing style that abandoned chronology and attempted to imitate the moment-by-moment flow of a character’s perceptions and memories

· Central Questions

 F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940)
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Early Life
· While growing up he kept faith in inherited restraints and proprieties

· From wealthy family 

· Spoiled, a failure at both school and sports

· Began writing during teen years

· Wrote plays at Princeton

Writing:
· His fiction reflects his life

· hard-won experience of life

· commitment to early dreams

· self-destructiveness of charm

· generation’s craving for endless youth and irresponsibility

· Coined the phrase “Jazz Age” and his novels reflected this era
· Published This Side of Paradise in 1920

· A literary sensation

· Defined the Jazz Age

· Published The Great Gatsby in 1925

· Revelation of the rich in all their seductive luxury and heedlessness

· Condemned riches way of life

· Showed wealth as numbing, dehumanizing

· Concise work that explored the ambiguities of the American dream

· POV: Nick Carraway- engaged with the events and yet objective toward them(the ideal 



narrative POV
Love & Later Life:

· Fell in love with wealthy socialite Zelda Sayre

· Zelda believed that her social and physical appeal to others would get her far

· At first, she turned Scott down because he did not have enough money

· Married him after his success of This Side of Paradise 

· Through lavish parties together

· In 1930, Zelda suffered a mental breakdown( in and out of asylums for rest of life

· Scott struggled with mounting debts, failing health, drinking and depression after publication of Tender Is the Night
· Suffered from heart failure and died in 1940.
