Antigone 
Understanding Greek Tragedy
The definition of Greek tragedy (and therefore our definition of tragedy) was written by the philosopher and critic Aristotle in a work called Poetics.  

Tragedy: 

· a drama that tells the story of the fall of a person of high status.  

· It celebrates the courage and dignity of a tragic hero in the face of inevitable doom.
Tragic Hero: 

· A character who possesses noble qualities but who also has a tragic flaw that brings about his or her fall in a tragedy.

· Usually not completely good nor completely evil

· Of high social status

Tragic Flaw (hamartia): 

· Literally translated to “an error in judgment.”

· A defect in a hero’s character that brings about his or her downfall

· Most common: excessive pride or “hubris”


Why read a tragedy…sounds too sad to be good?

· Aristotle believed that witnessing the downfall of a basically good but flawed individual (not unlike ourselves) would evoke the emotions of:

· Pity-for the suffering the hero experiences 

· Fear-for ourselves that we could be in the hero’s situation

· He believed that these emotions of pity and fear would bring about catharsis of such emotions

· Catharsis: in watching a tragedy the viewer experiences a sort of emotional cleansing or release


Structure of Greek Drama

· Chorus: group of people who spoke directly to the audience to convey the author’s viewpoint or to introduce story details.

· Choragos: leader of the Chorus

· Ode: lofty, serious lyric poems the chorus sings throughout the play
· Parodos: first ode sung by the chorus
· Strophe:
· First stanza of an ode
· Chorus moves up one side of the stage for this stanza
· Antistrophe:
· Second stanza of an ode

· Chorus moves down the other side of the stage for this stanza
· Epode:
· Last stanza of the ode

· Chorus stands still for this stanza

