Course Expectations
10th Grade: English II
Academic Year 2012-2013
Mrs. Amy Hirzel 

ahirzel@ncsmail.org

Course Description:
Students read and analyze an overview of different literary genres (oral tradition, poetry, fiction, drama, nonfiction, etc.) focusing on a variety of themes, authors, and subject matter.  Students write critical and argumentative essays, complete a research paper, engage in creative writing projects, and make technology-assisted oral presentations throughout the course of the year. This course is geared to expand on the students’ foundations of literature analysis and skills to ensure optimal appreciation and understanding of complex and rewarding literature.

Materials Needed

· One binder or notebook specifically for British Literature.
· Folder specifically for British Literature.
· Writing Utensils (black/blue pens or pencils; red grading pens)
· Loose-leaf paper
Class Expectations
1. Be Respectful.

2. Be Responsible.

3. Be Resourceful.

4. Be Reasonable.

Class Rules:

1. Stay in dress code.  Untucked shirts are not acceptable.
2. Please clean up after yourself at all times (if you drop it, pick it up.  If you spill it, clean it up, etc.).

3. Only water in a clear, covered container is acceptable.  
4. Food is only allowed during class celebrations or when given as prizes by Mrs. Hirzel.
5. No cell phones should be out or on at anytime.  

6. Ipods are okay during individual work time as long as no one else can hear them.  

7. No gum is allowed in class.

Class Website:   
ahirzel.weebly.com
· Students are to check the website daily to receive up-to-date information about the class.  Students can find assignments, rubrics, course objectives, important notes, as well as any attachments that could be useful to them.  This site will also periodically contain supplemental materials such as research articles or videos that are required viewing for class.  If students miss a class, this is where the student can access what he or she missed. Please bookmark this page for later use. There will also be times when students will be asked to discuss via the discussion boards on this website.  
Homework & Late Work Policies

· All homework and large assignments should be attempted and completed in full prior to entering the room.  One of the worst things you could do in this class is give up on an assignment.  If you are frustrated, question why you are frustrated and use your resources to preserver to complete the assignment.  You will be surprised what you can accomplish with a solid effort and resourcefulness.  Please do not hesitate to ask for clarifications when the assignment is given by the teacher to ensure that you fully understand what is expected.  You can always email me: ahirzel@ncsweb.org.
· Late Work:  10% will be deducted from the assignment each day that it is late not exceeding 50%. 

· RED SHEETS: Students who do not complete their assignments, must fill out and turn in a “red sheet” in place of their missing assignment.  When the student has finally completes his or her missing assignment, he or she will turn it in to the late tray. The top portion will be kept on record with Mrs. Hirzel; the bottom portion will be stapled to the assignment when graded.  If a student uses three red sheets within a grading period, the student’s parent/guardian will be called.
· IMPORTANT:  Students who miss my class, but come in later in the day are responsible for turning in their homework or project to me THAT DAY.  I will check with the office to see if you have come in to school.  If you do not turn in your assignment it will be considered LATE.
· IMPORTANT:  If you miss school on a day that a large assignment (such as a major paper or project) is due and it is due to illness, you have a few options to ensure full credit on the large assignment.
· BRING IN A DOCTOR’S NOTE THE NEXT DAY WITH YOUR ASSIGNMENT

· SEND YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO ME VIA EMAIL BEFORE CLASSTIME

· SEND YOUR PROJECT IN WITH ANOTHER STUDENT OR PARENT

· Reading Assignments:  I EXPECT STUDENTS TO BE PREPARED WHEN COMING INTO OUR CLASSROOM.  That means you must read the material well enough to have a good knowledge and comprehension of all readings/material assigned when you walk into the classroom. That may mean you may have to read material twice or more to fully understand and remember it.  Tip: While reading take notes, write-down any questions, or make vocabulary note cards to reinforce the material and so you can participate fully in class.

· Absences:  Approved Absent students are responsible for looking at the class website and seeing the teacher for the assignments that they have missed.  They will have the same number of days to make up the material as were missed.  Any notes should be obtained from a classmate.  Unexcused students will not be able to receive credit for assignments missed.  

Tardiness:  

Students will receive ONLY ONE warning for being tardy to class PER QUARTER. If you are late, you will write your name on the tardy board.  If you are tardy again, you will receive a detention from Mrs. Hirzel.  If a student has a note from a teacher, he or she is not considered tardy.
Discipline:  
Please see the St.Paul High School Student Handbook for the disciplinary code of conduct.  I abide strictly by this.  In general, I believe that you are capable of controlling yourselves well enough to participate in classroom activities and procedures as the respectful and eager-minded young people I perceive you.  However, acting against this perception will lead to strict adherence to the disciplinary code.  If you have ANY questions please see me for further explanations.
Plagiarism/cheating will not be tolerated in any form (please refer to the St. Paul High School Student Handbook’s section on Plagarism and Cheating).  A detention and a 0 on the assignment will be issued.  A main purpose of many courses is to learn how to express YOUR OWN ideas through writing.  I will be truly appalled and severely disappointed if academic dishonesty (including cheating on homework and tests) is seen in our classroom.  I am fully aware of websites such as Spark Notes and Cliffs Notes.   Please, do not use these to spoil your reading experience.  We are focusing on the art of language in our class.  These websites will not help you fulfill the assignments that I expect out of high school seniors.
Grading:  Grades are EARNED in our class through the dedication, skill, and care of the student.

A: Exceptional Work: A student has gone above and beyond the assignment in terms of effort and insight.

B: Above Average Work: Solid effort and intelligent insight is obvious in the assignment.

C:  Average Work:  A student has completed the required components with effort and insight.

D:  Below Average Work: A student has not met the requirements for the assignment, but effort was evident.

F:  Unsatisfactory Work:  A student has not met the requirements of the assignment and/or little effort is evident.

A+: 98-100   ................  A: 95-97 .   ................  A-: 92-94 

B+: 90-91 ..   ................  B: 87-89 .   ................  B-: 85-86 

C+: 82-84 ..   ................  C: 79-81 .   ................  C-: 77-78 

D+: 75-76 ..   ................  D: 72-74 .   ................  D-: 70-71 

F: 0-69 .......   ................  

Independent Reading:

Students will complete TWO independent reading assignments throughout the year.  The purpose of this is to continue to foster your love of reading and the written word.  This will also break up your required reading.  These should still be full texts, but can be fiction, non-fiction, drama, etc.

Extra Credit:  
Students are able to receive up to 10 points extra credit per quarter by doing various worksheets from the extra credit binder in Mrs. Hirzel’s classroom.  Each worksheet is worth one point and must be completed with 85% accuracy.  Extra credit can only be completed during in Mrs. Hirzel’s room.
***Note for the Class***

I have very high expectations for you both academically and procedurally.  I do not expect you to “know it all” as you walk into the classroom.  I do expect you to know some things and to be willing to try out other, sometimes new, things.  I expect you to practice the skills you have and to acquire additional skills.  

Just as happens with playing a sport or a musical instrument, you will sometimes feel frustrated.  In fact, if you do not feel frustrated a time or two in this course, I am probably not doing my job.   Let me know when you feel confused, frustrated, angry, or joyous.  Each of those moments can be a useful time for learning. 
